INTRODUCTION
the rudimentary fortifications. Then came disaster. Disregard-
ing the caution given by Lancaster, they allowed themselves
to be inveigled into following up the retreating enemy, with
the result that they found themselves confronted with a large
body of troops, who poured in a heavy lire, Cotton, Lenoir,
and Barker were amongst those who were killed, and their men
thereupon retreated in confusion to their boats, with a loss of
thirty-five of their number.
There was now no opposition to an immediate departure, and
the same evening, the wind having become favourable, the
fleet, fifteen sail in all, quitted the harbour and put to sea, It
was intended to take in water and other supplies at a place about
forty leagues to the northward, and Lancaster, with his usual
foresight, had already sent two Frenchmen thither to make
arrangements with the natives. Upon arriving, however, a gale
drove most of the ships to sea, and only Lancaster's vessel, with
four more, succeeded in securing the desired provisions. Never-
theless, all but one of the ships reached Kngland or France in
safety with their cargoes (July 1595), and thus the audacious
enterprise came to a successful conclusion. It had, we may
hope, brought Lancaster not only increased reputation but also
considerable pecuniary gain.
The news of the raid evidently created a sensation in Spain,
A letter of 23 July 1595, included in the C&l. *V./\ !)nm. 15^5 i)j
(p. 77), says that the Spaniards are advised that certain Knglish
ships have taken wonderful great riches at Pernamhuco; which
is no small grief to them. Another from the Venetian ambassadors
at Madrid, 15 June 1595, is more explicit. To quote the abstract
given in CaL S.P. Venice, 1592-1603 (p. 162):4 News ha* lately
been received that twelve [sic] galleons belonging to the Queen
of England landed four hundred harquehusseers at Pernambueo
in Brazil. They harried the country and sacked a ship belonging
to the West [sic] India fleet, and made themselves masters of
a small fort near Pernambuco. The booty amounts to seven
thousand cases of sugar, six thousand hundredweight of pepper*
and other goods to the value of about two millions in gold/
Evidently the story had not lost in proportion as it travelled
eastwards.